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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING  
ON THE MOTION TO EXTEND THE SCOPING PERIOD 

 
In a motion dated October 13, 2006, the Sierra Club and the Center for 

Biological Diversity asked the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 

and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to extend the environmental 

scoping period and hold additional scoping meetings in order to give interested 

parties adequate time to consider and react to the possible southern routes 

identified by San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) in its October 2, 2006 

filing.  The Assigned Commissioner had asked SDG&E to provide this 

information in advance of the scoping meetings.  Those meetings began on 

October 2, 2006. 

Specifically, the moving parties ask that BLM and CPUC to hold three 

additional scoping meetings near Alpine, Pine Valley, Boulevard, Jacumba, Lake 

Morena, Descanso, Guatay, Barrett Junction, Potrero, Tecate, Cameron Corners, 

Dulzura, Cuyamaca, Laguna, and/or Campo as well as the Indian reservations 

of Campo, Manzanita, Inaja, Cosmit, Viejas, La Posta, Cuyapaipe, and Capitan 

Grande, and that the scoping period be extended until approximately 
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November 17, 2006.  The scoping period is now scheduled to end on October 20, 

2006.  They also ask SDG&E to place full project documentation, including but 

not limited to its application, Proponent’s Environmental Assessment and maps, 

in southern back country libraries, just as it did in other libraries in North 

County.  At a minimum, they argue, the libraries in the communities of Alpine, 

Campo, Descanso, Jacumba, Pine Valley, and Potrero, and the mobile unit that 

serves Boulevard and Live Oak Springs, should receive these documents. 

Pursuant to CPUC procedural rule 11.6, the Center for Biological Diversity 

and Sierra Club notified all parties of their intent to submit this motion.  Eight 

parties responded positively, while SDG&E objected.  In the alternative, SDG&E 

suggested that the Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIR/EIS) team hold a second round of meetings at a later time, after 

the team has had an opportunity to digest the input from the first round of 

meetings and consider other potential alternatives.  The moving parties express 

concern that such an approach might lead to delays, and that a later scoping 

period would frustrate legal requirements that the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) analysis be conducted as early as possible during project 

consideration. 

While I share the goal of providing analysis as early as possible, it is also 

important to enable the work of the EIR/EIS team and the participation of 

interested parties to be as effective and efficient as possible.  In response to the 

initial scoping process, which includes SDG&E’s identification of routes outside 

of Anza-Borrego, the team will identify the most promising alternatives for 

further study.  Those alternatives might include options that were not addressed 

in the application or raised by participants in the scoping process.  Interested 

parties might be equally interested in exploring any such newly-identified 
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alternatives.  Rather than extend the scoping period in response to SDG&E’s 

recent submittal, it appears to be more efficient to wait for the team to identify 

the alternatives it intends to study and allow interested parties to offer additional 

comment at that time.  Thus, the EIR/EIS team shall do as follows: 

1. Adhere to the existing October 20, 2006 scoping deadline.  

2. Continue to develop alternatives through the normal 
screening process using scoping comments, data request 
responses, and our independent analysis.  

3. At the earliest practical time, send out a notice to the 
CEQA/NEPA1 mailing list, the service list, and all 
addresses within 300 feet of the alternatives that the team 
has preliminarily decided to carry forward.  In that notice, 
provide for additional scoping meetings and another 
30-day comment period to solicit further input on all such 
alternatives. 

4. Schedule those additional scoping meetings in locations 
that logically relate to all of the routes of the preliminarily-
identified alternatives. 

With this input, the lead agencies (CPUC and BLM) will continue to apply 

their independent judgment as to how the alternatives will be considered and 

discussed in the draft EIR/EIS.  As previously discussed, the lead agencies will 

release the draft EIR/EIS for a 90-day comment period, as required under federal 

rules.  This process will allow for an additional round of public input, beyond 

that ensured by CEQA and NEPA. 

                                              
1  NEPA is the National Environmental Policy Act. 
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Finally, we direct SDG&E to provide documents to additional libraries as 

described in the motion. 

IT IS SO RULED. 

Dated October 19, 2006, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

    /s/  STEVEN WEISSMAN 
  Steven Weissman 

Administrative Law Judge 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

copy of the filed document to be served upon the service list to this proceeding 

by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the copy of the filed document is 

current as of today’s date. 

Dated October 19, 2006, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

          /s/  ELVIRA NIZ 
Elvira Niz 
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